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church has become a source of spiritual sup-
port for people all across the world.

Rev. Harris has been a friend, advisor,
counselor and supporter from the time | first
met him in 1972. My wife and | truly cherish
his friendship and support.

On the occasion of his 60th anniversary as
pastor of Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church, it is a
privilege to recognize Reverend Harris for his
decades of service to the Columbus commu-
nity and to God. His unwavering commitment
to the ministry and the Columbus community
should be celebrated, and | hope that he con-
tinues to sing “He’s a Battle Ax” and spread
the word of God for years to come. To God
Be The Glory!

————
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ernest and Louise Anita Evans Ro-
mero, of Pueblo Colorado. Mrs. Romero, a
very successful nurse for many years, passed
away in 1994 but is remembered by the im-
mensely successful scholarship fund created
by Mr. Romero in her honor.

The Romero Nurse Scholarship Fund
awards grants to St. Mary-Corwin nurses so
that they might study more advanced nursing
techniques. The Fund has given 17 scholar-
ships to St. Mary-Corwin nurses since it was
created. It is an appropriate honor for those
who display the same talent and dedication to
nursing as Louise Romero did for so many
years.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr.
and Mrs. Romero for their longtime service to
the community. Through the Fund created by
Ernest Romero, deserving nurses will be able
to pursue the same excellence Louise Romero
strived towards during her life. There is no
doubt their impact will be felt in Colorado for
many years.

——————

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF ASH-
LEY MOHR ON HER OFFERS OF
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE
UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY, THE UNITED STATES
NAVAL ACADEMY, AND THE
UNITED STATES MERCHANT MA-
RINE ACADEMY
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Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young woman from Ohio’s fifth con-
gressional district. | am happy to announce
that Ashley Mohr of Van Wert, Ohio has been
offered appointments to attend the United
States Military Academy, the United States
Naval Academy, and the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy. Ashley has accepted
the offer to attend the United States Military
Academy in West Point, New York.

Ashley brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service and dedication to the incoming
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Class of 2015. While attending Van Wert High
School in Van Wert, Ohio, Ashley attained a
4.0 GPA, was a member and vice president of
Student Council, Senior Class president,
member of BETA Club, French Club, Varsity
V-Club and participated in choir and jour-
nalism. She received numerous academic
awards.

Throughout high school, Ashley was a team
member of the track, basketball and soccer
teams, where she received varsity letters.
Ashley demonstrated her dedication and serv-
ice to her community and peers by being ac-
tive in Junior Rotarians as a Cougar Mentor
Team member, as a member of First Pres-
byterian Church and volunteer referee for the
Upward Soccer Program. | am confident that
Ashley will carry the lessons of her student
leadership to West Point.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Ashley Mohr on the accept-
ance of her appointment to the United States
Military Academy in West Point where she will
gain a world-class education and invaluable
leadership experience. | am positive that Ash-
ley will excel during her career at West Point,
and | ask my colleagues to join me in extend-
ing their best wishes to her as she begins her
service to the nation.

————
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise to re-
member the brave patriots of Brigade 2506,
and their American co-fighters, on the fiftieth
anniversary of the Bay of Pigs Invasion.

On April 17, 1961, 1,400 brave Cuban men
landed along the beaches of the Bay of Pigs.
Although the Brigade was outnumbered and
out-supplied, it managed to inflict massive
damages on Castro’s military. Those brave
fighters were a cross-section of Cuban soci-
ety. They were doctors, students, and farmers.
Some were only teenagers. They were sup-
ported by four brave Alabama pilots who ig-
nored their superiors’ orders to abandon the
brigade and their mission. When the smoke
cleared and the fighting ended, the survivors
endured nearly two years of torture by some
of the most sadistic, expertly trained torturers
the world has ever known—on the direct or-
ders of Cuba’s cruel dictator.

Today, that dictatorship is failing. When that
oppressive regime finally dies, the Cuban peo-
ple will be rid of the shackles that have bur-
dened them for decades. The heroes of the
Bay of Pigs invasion were early warriors in the
struggle for the freedom of the Cuban people.
History will remember them not only for their
heroism on the beaches of Playa Girdn, but
also for their role in the ultimate liberation of
the homeland of José Marti.

The U.S. Congress is an especially fitting
venue to commemorate a day of such impor-
tance to both Cuban and American history. It
is appropriate that on this day, and in this
place, we remember the Cuban people’s call
for a true democratic transition, the recognition
of basic human rights, the adherence to the
rule of law, those heroic freedom fighters of
Brigade 2506 and the four brave Alabama pi-
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lots who refused to abandon their Cuban
brothers. We free Americans must continue to
stand with the long-suffering Cuban people at
this critical time in their history.

| humbly and with gratitude salute the brave
patriots who attempted to liberate the Cuban
people from tyranny fifty years ago. Their sac-
rifice, and their valor, will never be forgotten.

————
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SARY OF THE
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40TH ANNIVER-
NISEI FARMERS
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
my colleague Mr. CARDOZA to congratulate the
Nisei Farmers League on the occasion of its
40th anniversary celebration. The Nisei Farm-
ers League has made a significant impact on
the San Joaquin Valley and throughout Cali-
fornia by representing the interest of growers,
packers, processers and their employees.
Over its 40 years of service, the Nisei Farmers
League has helped to create a strong support
network that helps western agricultural inter-
ests meet the many challenges faced in to-
day’s international marketplace.

The Nisei Farmers League was founded in
1971 by a small group of Japanese-American
growers who met to discuss the increasing
challenges facing California agriculture. Within
months of the original meeting more growers
joined the group and the decision was made
to take the name of “Nisei,” the term for sec-
ond-generation Americans of Japanese ances-
try. Under the direction of founder Mr. Harry
Kubo, who served as leader of the league for
25 years, the organization worked to confront
the challenges faced by small growers during
farm union activities in the 1970s. Acting as a
mutual protection society, the Nisei Farmers
League has proven to be extremely effective
in advocating on behalf of its members.

Evolving over the years, the league is now
a sophisticated voice for more than a thou-
sand members representing the broad diver-
sity of California and the western United
States’ farmers and ranchers, and advocates
on an array of issues at the local, State and
Federal levels.

Today, led by Mr. Manuel Cunha, the Nisei
Farmers League serves more than 1,100
growers, packers, and processors who grow
and pack a diverse range of crops throughout
California and the western United States.
From the bountiful fields of California to the
halls of the United States Congress, the Nisei
Farmers League is respected and should be
honored for its tireless efforts on behalf of
western agriculture.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
and Mr. CARDOZA in recognizing the hard work
and dedication that the Nisei Farmers League
has put forth throughout its many years of
service to growers throughout California. |
congratulate the Nisei Farmers League on its
many years of dedicated and successful work
in California, and wish the group many suc-
cessful years to come.
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